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MARRIAGES THAT ARE BUILT TO LAST  

 Divorces take place at an alarming rate today. Couple after couple receive a 

document which certifies that they are legally divorced. How sad.  

 A divorce is an indication that a marriage has failed. In some cases, one of the 

spouses is the major cause of the failure; in others, both mates share equal blame. 

When a divorce takes place, the devil rejoices, but in reality, no human wins when a 

marriage fails. In contrast to marriages that end in divorce, we need marriages that 

are built to last!  

 Nearly sixty years ago, brother Thomas Warren wrote a book entitled 

“Marriage Is for Those Who Love God and One Another.” “And you shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with 

all your strength” (Mark 12:30). That is what Jesus labelled as “the first command-

ment” — not first in time, but first in importance. If a husband and wife are in love 

with the Lord and put Him first in their thinking and lives, their marriage has a much 

better chance of enduring.  

 The Bible affirms that husbands and wives should love each other (Ephesians 

5:25; Titus 2:3,4). Every Christian spouse should “buy into” the concept that the best 

marriage is one that is built on love: not the type of love that is merely physical at-

traction or emotional attachment, but agape, which is the highest level of devotion. 

Love does not remove the trials and troubles that a marriage might face, but it puts 

the couple in a better position to treat one another properly and deal with their chal-

lenges in a biblical way.  

 What does true love look like? Among other things, “Love suffers long and is 

kind . . . does not behave rudely . . . endures all things” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). When 

married people show that type of love toward one another, they have a great chance 

of weathering their storms, struggles, and strife. Love is the bond that will keep them 

pressing onward together and make their marriage one that is built to last.  

 One of the number one reasons for marriage failure is infidelity, that is, one or 

both of the spouses commit adultery by sleeping with a third party. The wise man’s 

instruction to his son was, “. . . rejoice with the wife of your youth . . . let her breasts 

satisfy you at all times. And always be enraptured with her love” (Proverbs 5:18,19). 

Be madly in love with your spouse, be satisfied with him/her, and make a commit-

ment to share your body only with them. That will prevent the folly of fornication. 

When a wife or husband has wandering eyes, which the Bible calls “eyes full  
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MEMORY VERSE 

Brotherly Kindness 

This is My commandment, 

that you love one another as 

I have loved you.   

John 15:12 
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of adultery,” that marriage is headed for disaster (2 Peter 2:14).  

 Marriages that are built to last are relationships in which both parties recognize their own flaws and 

show a spirit of forgiveness. Some harsh husbands haughtily boast of their supposed worthiness, but speak to 

their wives in a degrading fashion, showing zero mercy. As all Christians should, husbands and wives need to 

be “having compassion for one another . . . be tenderhearted, be courteous” (1 Peter 3:8). They need to learn 

to bear with and forgive one another, as the Lord does with them (Colossians 3:13).  

 If a marriage is built to last, both spouses have an unwavering commitment to make the marriage work. 

Some folks seem to enter marriage with the attitude, “If it works out, fine . . . if it does not work out, that is 

okay, too.” What a horrible approach! Marriage is a covenant between a man, a woman, and God (Malachi 

2:14). When vows are spoken, words mean something! It is better not to make a promise of undying, unchang-

ing love, than to make such a pledge and not keep it (Ecclesiastes 5:4,5). Couples who want their marriage to 

work stay committed to their vows.  

 Another key ingredient in a lasting marriage is companionship. Just as it was not good for Adam to be 

alone (and that was while he still was single, (Genesis 2:18), so it is not good for a marriage when a husband 

and his wife do not spend much time together. God wants them to dwell together (1 Peter 3:7), but more than 

that, it is healthy for a relationship when both spouses cherish their moments together and make certain that 

their schedule, no matter how busy it may be, has built into it time with their spouse.  

 Marriages that are built to last have great communication. Read the Song of Solomon and see how Solo-

mon and his Shulamite bride talked to one another. Their words dripped with love, as when Solomon told her, 

“You have ravished my heart” (Song of Solomon 4:9).  

 Honest, thoughtful, open communication that has the marriage’s best interest at heart is a blessing to any 

couple. In contrast to such, many marriages have serious communication issues. In some cases, a wife or hus-

band rarely communicate with the other, unless it is to express disapproval of something. At other times, the 

communication killer might be speaking with a bitter spirit, yelling, calling names, or having the habit of cut-

ting a person off in the middle of a sentence. In other instances, one mate is communicating, but the other one 

is not listening.  

 Love, a forgiving spirit, spending time together, an unwavering commitment, and communication – all 

are vital in order for a marriage to be built to last!  

-- Roger D. Campbell  
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